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Summer Reading Assignment for 2009-2010 School Year

You need to choose one book from the reading list for the grade you are getting ready to enter. You
may, of course, read more than one on the list, but you will need to complete the following assignment
on one of the books. The assignment will be turned in to your next year’s English teacher during the
first or second week of school (to be determined by individual teachers). Students may also choose a
book that is not one the reading list as long as it is approved by their parent / guardian, is found by
searching the website arbookfind.com, is 150 pages long for students grades 4-5, or is two hundred
pages long students grades 6-12.

Reading Response Journal

Writing in response to literature can be a great way for students to organize their thoughts, explore what
they think, and even to generate ideas. Writing in journals allows students to capture their ideas and to
better understand and relate to work of fiction. For your chosen book, you will be completing five
journal entries. Here is what you need to do:

« Split your book into five equally sized parts. For each of these parts you will write one journal entry
(explained below).

« For each entry you will need to have one sheet of paper — total of five sheets of paper.
* Fold each sheet of paper in half long-wise or draw a straight line down the middle.

* On the right hand side of the paper, write a short summary (at least one or two paragraphs that explain
what happened in the section — make sure to have something from the beginning, the middle, and the
end of your section).

* On the left hand side you will respond to your summary. You may want to write about how you feel
about what you have read, other topics it may have made you think about, experiences you may have
had that were similar those experienced within the book. Some sentence starters are (you may answer
more than one of these per section):

If | were the character...

A quote | liked or reacted to strongly is...

This reminds me of...

| predict...

This line is interesting/challenging/puzzling because...

I now understand why/how/what ...

I was surprised by...

Some questions | have are...

I’m confused about...



» Complete one of these entries for each of the five sections of your book.
* Feel free to decorate your pages and to make your journal interesting.

* Then, create a cover for your journal. It needs to include the title of the book, the author’s name, your
name, and a picture of a scene from the book (you may either draw it or make a collage using magazine
pictures).

Directions: You need to choose one of the following books to read over the summer, but, of
course, you may read more! You will complete an assignment over the book that you have
selected. This assignment will be turned in during the first week of the school year.

Poppy’s Return — Avi
In this ongoing Dimwood Forest adventure Poppy travels to her childhood home to save the other
mice there from destruction by a bulldozer.

Double Fudge — Judy Blume
His younger brother’s obsession with money and the discovery of the long-lost cousins, Flora and
Fauna, provide many embarrassing moments for twelve-year old Peter.

Ramona’s World — Beverly Cleary

Enjoy the adventures of nine-year-old Ramona as she experiences the ups and downs of fourth
grade, tries to be a good role model for her new baby sister, Roberta, and delights in her new best
friend, Daisy.

The Legend of Spud Murphy — Eoin Colfer

When their mother starts dropping them off at the library several afternoons a week, nine-year-old
William and his brother dread boredom and the overbearing town librarian, but they are surprised
at how things turn out.

Stone Fox — John R. Gardiner
Willie hopes to win the purse in a dog sled race in order to pay the back taxes on his grandfather’s
farm.

It Came from Beneath the Bed! — James Howe
With help from his Uncle Harold, Howie, a wire-haired dachshund, writes a story in which he
saves the world from a science experiment gone awry.

Sideways Stories from Wayside School — Louis Sachar

There’d been a terrible mistake. Wayside School was supposed to be built with 30 classrooms all
next to each other in a row. Instead, they built the classrooms one on top of the other... 30 stories
tall! (The builder said he was very sorry.) That may be why all kinds of funny things happen at
Wayside School — especially on the 30t floor. You’ll meet Mrs. Gorf, the meanest teacher of all;
terrible Todd, who always gets sent home early; and John, who can only read upside down — along
with all the other kids in the crazy mixed-up school that came out sideways. But you’ll never guess
the truth about Sammy, the new kid ... or what’s in store for Wayside School on Halloween!

The Castle in the Attic — Elizabeth Winthrop
A miniature castle comes to life for ten-year-old William when he shrinks to fit into its adventures.



